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nunbered matter
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Comm tt ee,

2023,
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitl ed and

with all participants appearing via
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CHW. STAFFORD: Now is the tine set for the
prehearing conference for Bel nont Solar Project's
application, Line Siting Case 219.

"1l take appearances, please.

MR. CROCKETT: Good afternoon, Chairman
Stafford. This is Jeff Crockett. |'m appearing on
behal f of the applicant, Bel nont Energy Center, LLC

And I'm |l ooking online to see who is with ne.
We've got, let's see, dinton Spencer, Tracy Davi s,
David Brown, Anna d anis, who are with NextEra Energy.
We've got Devin Petry and Colin Agner, who are with
SWCA. And | think | got everyone. | don't know if |
nmenti oned David Brown, but he's on as well. So | think
that's our team for today.

MR. SPENCER  And Al ex, Jeff.

M5. SIMONS: Hi, Jeff.

MR. CROCKETT: ©Ch, Alex is here as well.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And Al ex and David, they are
Wit h?

MR. CROCKETT: They're with Bel nont Energy
Center. Alex and Cinton are the project |eads on
this.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Let's see. So you've
made t he | odging arrangenents for the Commttee Menbers
in Avondal e for the hearing?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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MR. CROCKETT: Yes. Chairman Stafford, the
hearing is going to be held at the H lton Garden Inn in
Avondal e. As you are well aware, we had a changi ng of
the guard sonewhat in the mddle of this, and the
deadl i ne had passed to nake hotel reservations. Well,
we're still able to nake hotel reservations, but after
the -- the deadline cane and went before the new
Conmttee Menbers were appointed. So | don't know how
that's going, but they certainly can call and nmake a
reservation under the Bel nont Energy Center reservation
and that will be -- the cost of the roons will be
pi cked by the applicant.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: All right. And | haven't
seen any applications to intervene.

MR. CROCKETT: There have not been any. |
know we are interconnecting at the APS Del aney
Substation. |1've talked to Linda Benally; she's told
me that APS will not be participating in this hearing.
And that's really -- that was one that we thought
m ght, but they're not, so we're not aware of any ot her
i nt ervenors.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And today is the deadline
for that, so it seens unlikely.

And then -- so you're in agreenent that
Sept enber 27th, 2023 is the tinme limt for the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Comm ttee to act under the statute?

MR. CROCKETT: Yes. | checked that out
nysel f. That's accurate.

CHW. STAFFCORD: All right. And have you
conplied with the notice to the affected jurisdictions
as required with the procedural -- | believe you filed
t hat yesterday or today?

MR. CROCKETT: Yeah. W actually filed a
certification that we had conplied with the noticing
requi rements. That was probably done a coupl e of weeks
ago in the docket. But, yeah, we have notified the
affected jurisdictions by certified nail, we' ve posted
signs along the proposed Gen-Tie route, we have sent
letters to | andowners within the area, and we've
publ i shed notice in | ocal newspapers.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And the thing | haven't seen
is the affidavit fromthe newspaper or sonething
stating that the notices were published in the
statutory tinme frame. |'massumng that you wl|l
present that at the hearing, correct?

MR. CROCKETT: Yes, we will. And | can
attest that they were -- the notices were published
wthin the appropriate tine period.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. And then the -- and
the signs, those are the six |ocations we discussed at

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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t he preheari ng conference, correct?

MR. CROCKETT: That -- that is correct, but |
did not actually do the sign posting. [1'Il just ask
maybe Devin Petry to confirmthat that's correct.

VR. PETRY: Yes. Thank you, M. Crockett.

M. Stafford, four of the six sign |ocations
we had identified at the prefiling conference have had
signs installed. There are two | ocations on Fl ood
Control District |and where we had not received
perm ssion and the necessary pernmt to install those
signs until just today, and so those signs have not
been install ed, those two on Flood Control |and. But
four other |ocations have been, and that includes
private and Arizona State Land Departnent | and.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | guess you'll be putting
t hose up sonetine this week before the hearing?

MR PETRY: Well, M. Stafford, we were
pl anni ng on doi ng our best to get those signs up this
week. The sign contractor, now that we have that
permt in hand, has not yet confirmed that they can get
t hat done this week. In our prior conference | think
what we'd indicated is that we would do our best to
make sure that all of those sign |ocations are net and
that signs are installed in those places. And just
because of the lengthy permtting tineline for

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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accessi ng and being granted perm ssion on Flood
Control, we were not able to neet that. But if it's
your preference and suggestion that we still pursue
pl acement of those signs this week, prior to next
week's hearing, then we will pursue that.

CHW. STAFFORD: Yeah, | think it would be
good just to get themup if you can.

MR. PETRY: You bet.

CHW. STAFFORD: So we've covered all the
affected jurisdictions. Let ne see. W've got the
County, Maricopa County, Departnent of Transportation,
FIl ood Control District, State Land Departnent, and the
Har quahal a Vall ey Irrigation Diction, those are all the
affected jurisdictions?

MR. CROCKETT: That's correct. And they al
received a certified copy of the notice, the procedural
order, and the agenda for the hearing.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Excellent. And the agenda,
there's no issues wth the agenda --

MR, CROCKETT: No.

CHW. STAFFORD: -- fromthe applicant's
per specti ve?

MR, CROCKETT: No. 1've reviewed the agenda;
there are no issues wth it.

CHWN. STAFFORD: GCkay. And do we anticipate

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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this hearing wll | ast nore past Tuesday?

MR. CROCKETT: You know, that's a great
question. | would have said no before, but we've got,
what, five new Line Siting Commttee Menbers and
they'll be on a learning curve, they'll probably have
nore -- | could see them having nore questions than
usual or | could see themkind of waiting to see how
this goes and not havi ng nany questi ons.

So I think the biggest determ ning factor
wll be if the Commttee votes to do a tour. If we
have a tour, it nmay be a little tight to get done on
Tuesday; if we don't have a tour, | think we wl|
definitely be done on Tuesday.

And on the topic of a tour, as part of our
filing yesterday we filed a proposed itinerary and a
route map of a tour. | think that probably to do that
tour round trip we're |ooking at about three hours.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Yeah, | read that. |
saw that was what it said.

So the venue is all set up, ready to go, your
AV teamis going to have everything in place?

MR, CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then | don't anticipate
any public coment, but | assune that we will have
sign-in forms for public comment shoul d anyone show up?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. CROCKETT: Yes, we will bring a -- we
w il have a sign-in sheet for the public coment.

CHW. STAFFORD: And would the -- the one
thing | ask about that is, please have |ike a check
this box if you wish to speak. Because |'ve been in
situati ons before where they just cane in and just
filled it out and didn't intend to speak because they
didn't specifically ask that question. And so when
called on themthey were like, well, | hadn't planned
to say anything, but nowthat |I'mup here I'"'mgoing to
use ny three mnutes. So if they don't wi sh to speak,
then 1'lIl just read their nane that they showed up for
the conmment period but didn't have to say anyt hi ng.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. W'Ill make sure we have
a colum to check whether they want to speak or not.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And then it's
busi ness casual attire for the hearing.

MR. CROCKETT: That's a tough one for ne.
It's all those years at Snell & WI ner.

CHWN. STAFFORD: You're free to wear a tie if
you'd like, but it's not required.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay. Fair enough.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And do we have any ot her
i ssues for the hearing?

MR. CROCKETT: | don't -- Chairnman Stafford,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| wanted to ask you, as far as bringi ng notebooks to
the hearing, we will have the tablets, the electronic
tabl ets | oaded with the exhibits, the application and
the exhibits. W had -- we would certainly bring one
hard copy binder. Do you see a need to bring nore than
that, nore than one hard copy to have present at the
heari ng?

CHWN. STAFFORD: For the exhibits? Yeah, |
woul d bring two, one for nme and then one for the court
reporter.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Because we'll keep a hard
copy in our file here at the end of the day and then
the court reporter wants a hard copy.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay. We'Il have -- yeah
we'll definitely have a copy for the court reporter.
Those probably won't be in a three-ring binder, unless
that's your preference or Kathryn's preference. |

woul d typically just have those | oose.

CHW. STAFFCRD: |'Il take mne in a binder,
but I'lIl leave it up to the court reporter to decide
whet her they -- | don't think they need a binder, do
t hey?

MR. CROCKETT: She's shaki ng her head no.

So we'll have one set for the court reporter,
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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a binder for you, and that should be sufficient, then?

CHWN. STAFFCRD:. Yes.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay. And then the only other
comment | had is just to give you a heads up that the
route map that we proposed with our filing had the
preferred route and then a southern alternative route.
In talking to the | andowner that woul d be i npacted by
that southern route, we have elected to take that off
the table. So what we'll be proposing is just the
northern route with a corridor that's highlighted in
yellow on the map. So | just wanted to |let you -- or,
make you aware of that ahead of the hearing.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay.

MR. CROCKETT: The nap -- and let ne just
doubl e-check. The map that | filed yesterday with the
draft CEC, it still shows the -- it shows the southern
alternative route, but in parenthesis it says
"elimnated.” W did that because we wanted to be able

to show t he | andowner that we have taken that route off

the table. | envision that when we provide the nap
that will go -- assumng a CEC is approved here, the
map that would be attached to the CEC will not show
that southern alternative route. That wll be

elimnated when we get to the final nap.
CHWN. STAFFORD: That's the section that's in

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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green there, right, instead of the blue?

MR, CROCKETT: Well, I'mnot sure which nap
you're looking at. 1'"mlooking at the one we filed
yest er day.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, ne too.

MR. CROCKETT: And it's the route that runs
al ong Thonmas Road.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Yeah, that's the green
section that goes around and comes in fromthe east, as

opposed to blue that just goes north and in fromthe

west .

MR, CROCKETT: Well, yeah, this runs straight
east and west al ong Thonmas Road, and that w || be
elimnated -- or, that has been elim nated as an
opti on.

And then, Chairman Stafford, |ast question
for you is: Wat are you anticipating with respect to
the new Menbers on the Line Siting Commttee? Have any
sense for whether they're -- whether the presentation
we'll nake woul d be any deeper than nornmally we woul d
make at a Line Siting hearing?

CHWN. STAFFORD: | have no expectations at
all. You know, they could be very involved, they could
be very just reserved out the gate. | have no i dea.
We'll find out very soon, and | guess we'll be seeing a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| ot of them going forward, but | have no idea of what
to expect at this point.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay. This is the first
hearing with these new Menbers, is that right?

CHW. STAFFORD: Yes, it is. Yes.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. Wll, we're prepared to
go into as nuch detail as anyone would |i ke to about
t he application.

CHWN. STAFFORD: So | guess there's -- the
exhibits, you'll all provide themat the hearing. Like
we said, we'll have two hard copies, one for ne, one
for the reporter, mne in a binder, and then everything
else wll be available on tablets for the Menbers.
They' Il all be nunbered BEC sequentially?

MR CROCKETT: Right.

CHWN. STAFFORD: | got your wi tness summaries
of testinony.

You elimnated the one segnent. Yeah, it's
easier to elimnate a segnent from consideration than
to add a new one after the notice.

MR. CROCKETT: Yes, that's true. And we did
-- | think I nmentioned, but we did file a draft of the
proposed CEC with our materials yesterday.

CHWN. STAFFCRD:. Yes.

Now, you paid the filing fee, right?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR, CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFCRD: And what was the anount, was
it a thousand doll ars?

MR. CROCKETT: Yes, it's $1, 000.

CHWN. STAFFORD: As you know, the Comnm ssion
is obligated by the statute to pay the cost of
reporting and transcribing the hearing, as well as the
actual necessary expenses of the Commttee Menbers in
connection with the Conmmttee at the hearings, the
neetings, fromthe filing fee and, if the cost and fees
exceed the anmount of the fee, can, with the applicant's
consent, be incurred by the Commttee and charged to
the applicant. Does the applicant consent to pay the
Conmi ssion those costs in excess of the filing fee?

MR. CROCKETT: Yes. And Chairnman Stafford,
we met with -- Devin Petry and | nmet with Nancy
Lawr ence at the Comm ssion when we filed the
application and nade arrangenents and gave her contact
information to get that thousand-doll ar deposit
repl eni shed as needed to nake sure that there's noney
to pay the expenses of the Conmmission. As far as the
accommpdati ons for the roons, those will be billed

directly to the applicant, so the Menbers won't have to

pay that. But as far as the per diem mleage, neals,
incidentals, those things will cone out of the nopney
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that it's provided to the Comm ssion. W' re making
sure that we're on top of that.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Excellent. Geat. Thank

you so nuch.

Permt statuses. |Is there anything required?
| know you'll have to get -- conply with the statutes
for crossing State land. |Is the County -- do you need

a permt fromthe County or is this an accepted use?

MR. CROCKETT: Let ne -- let nme see if either
Cinton or Alex want to tackle that one for ne.

MR. SPENCER Yes, I'll take it.

M. Chairman, we do have to go through the
rezoni ng process for the -- not necessarily for the
Gen-Tie that is in this application, but for the
project that the Gen-Tie will support, and then we'll
have t he necessary building permts through the County
as well.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. And then what about
the Flood District?

MR. SPENCER: Flood District as well. So
that applies to both the solar project that the Gen-Tie
w ||l support and then we have to go through the
applicable right-of-way application with the Fl ood
Control District for the portions of the | and that that
Gen-Tie crossed in that Flood Control District.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Gkay. Are you going to have
a |l egal description of the |location of the transm ssion
line in the CEC?

MR, CROCKETT: W do not have a | egal
description. W generally describe the route of the
Gen-Tie. But as you can see, we have a corridor that's
got dinmensions on it. As we finalize the siting of
that line, we're looking for flexibility to nove it
around as needed within that corridor. So we've tried
to provide a general description of approxinate
di stances and directions that that |line goes as it
makes its way toward t he Del aney Substati on.

CHWN. STAFFCORD: Sorry. Back to the permts.
You said those are all in the process, they've been --
have you filed the applications for the permts and
they're in the process of being evaluated by the County
and the Flood District?

MR. SPENCER  Yes, M. Chairman. W've had
the initial neeting wwth the Flood Control D strict and
for the County. The actual -- the initial neeting to
di scuss that application is on the 16th, so the second
day of the CEC heari ng.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And then what about State
Land Departnent, you got -- is it an easenent, a | ease?

MR SPENCER: It wll be a right-of-way just

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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simlar to the Flood Control District for the Gen-Tie,
and we've submtted the appropriate application there
and had a few successive neetings wth the State Land
Departnent with that as well.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Well, | think that's
everything | have. Do you have any other questions or
concerns we need to address? Oherwise, | think we're
ready to start this on Monday.

MR. CROCKETT: Right. | do not have anything
el se.

CHW. STAFFORD: Tod, is that -- do we need
anyt hi ng el se?

MR. BREWER: | don't believe so,

M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHW. STAFFORD: Ckay. Well, thank you very
much. Looks like we are done. | wll see you all on
Monday, the 15th.

MR. CROCKETT: Geat. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: W' re adjourned. Thanks.

(The prehearing conference concl uded at

3:20 p.m)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a
full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings all
done to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any
of the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in
t he out cone hereof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the
ethical obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206 J(1)(9)(1l) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x,
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